What are your short-term and long-term post-MBA goals?  How will Columbia Business School help you achieve these goals?  (Recommended 1000-word limit)   
My native country, Ukraine, gained its independence almost 14 years ago and its political and economic systems still leave much to be desired. It remains a sad fact that, despite a plethora of opportunities and natural resources, my country is taking a back seat in the world economy. Potential investors prefer to put their plans of doing business in Ukraine aside; and our country’s authorities find it hard to compete with other countries on the international market as well. 

I started my business career when my country was getting on its feet. At the very beginning my business goals were unclear and I was springing from car-dealing to retail. Along with my colleagues, I later created two independent companies that were successfully launched and sold. What I like most is that these companies were from different industries. This experience assured me that I am on the right way and my knowledge would serve me well in my future career, and now I can clearly determine my short and long-term goals.
My short-term goal is to continue my development as an entrepreneur and business leader. I plan to keep on launching new development projects and to lead my company far beyond it present achievements. At present I am involved in the development of unique solutions for business and trade centers. I truly enjoy this job for creativity, challenges, and multi-faced tasks. I continuously develop my vision by monitoring market changes, new technologies, and new market opportunities. However, to stay successful, an entrepreneur must be an integrator of many business processes and have a broad set of cross-functional skills. For example, good strategy and risk management are crucial in working in developing markets such as Ukraine. I think Columbia is the best place to learn strategy and risk management. 
On the other hand, lack of solid practical skills in development sphere in Ukraine buries even the brightest projects and innovations. Proliferation of bureaucracy inside government leaves little chance for many Ukrainian and foreign businesses to start successfully. What is more, so-called ‘state servants’ enter governmental institutions to lobby interests of oligarchs thus forgetting their primary task – to serve the idea of promoting Ukrainian economy not only inside the state but to the rest of the world as well.

My long-term goal is to improve this situation. I envisage myself as a skilled business leader, who provides consultancies for regional and local governments. I might be useful for my own country working on a ministerial level in the field of investment attraction or business development. I expect to have solid theoretical and practical skills that ought to be of good use at a position at the Department of Commerce. I am well aware that I might need specific leadership and managerial skills for this responsible job and ready to acquire them. Columbia will give me advanced business skills and significant number of contacts, which when coupled with my broad experience would ensure the realization of my goals. 

Now my company functions successfully, develops, and gains reasonable profit. We managed to gather strong and dedicated team. My presence at this stage is not as crucial as it was several years ago. Therefore I think it is the best time to get MBA and after two year pour new energy, fresh ideas and modern business practices into my business and lead it to a new mature stage of its development. 

During business school selection’ period I was looking for business school that meets my long and short term goals, and would serve me well in my career as a prominent business leader and a loyal servant of my country. Courses such as Business strategies for emerging markets, Entrepreneurial greenhouse, Social entrepreneurship: models for nonprofit and for-profit social ventures, Managing growth, Economics of strategic behavior and Managerial negotiations will help me to build strong base to start from for my career goals. I am also very enthusiastic about the Social Enterprise program. It is an excellent training for people interested in government and non profit sector. 

Another crucial point that led me to applying for MBA program in Columbia Business School is the numerous courses and offering in capital markets and investments, international business, and global economic environment. What is more, while studying at business school I can conduct trial projects in the field of business development and meet with those who have successfully implemented these cases in real life. The international aspect of Columbia’s curriculum, emphasis on entrepreneurship, multicultural environment, high-calibre professors, and the brightest students is the learning environment I would like to be part of. 

Moreover, living in the heart of business world and global economy will give me a valuable opportunity to participate first hand in global business and to push my experience beyond cultural and geographic boundaries. Access to top international business leaders, who visit campus every year, will enable me to learn a lot from their broad experience. Interaction with my prospective ‘cluster mates’ would inevitably lead to better understanding of different nationalities and modern trends in business emerging all over the world.
I understand that my career goals are ambitious but I am certain that I will reach high standards I have set up for myself. The environment that tutors and students create at Columbia Business School is the precise surrounding that would help me to gain experience necessary for reaching my career aspirations. 
