If you could pursue any occupation regardless of education, training, special talent, or expense, what would if be and why? (Two pages maximum).
I would open a boarding school for girls in Kyiv. I would name it after Princess Olga, who was head of Kyiv Rus in the X century and is famous for her intelligence, strong spirit and dedication. The school will give a girl a solid primary education, opportunity to pursue occupation of interest - science, languages or arts - and to gradate with at least a practical profession or, at maximum, being prepared to continue education in the best University. Certainly, the education and boarding will be free of charge – the school will be funded by charity fund, which I will open for the purpose. The superb level of education will be paramount for success, so the big part of funds will be allocated to hire the best teaches and professors, as well as to enrich extra-curriculum activities for students. The fund will continue to support the girls until they complete higher education and obtain a degree. 
Does not sound like a Big Dream to you? There must be plenty of schools for girls already. What is so special and ‘life-changing’ in such a simple thing, like a boarding school? 

My school would be for girls from rural areas and small towns, the girls coming from a one-parent family. I am coming from a provincial town myself and was raised by a divorced, hard-working mother. I know from my own experience how difficult it is to make your way up from a little town without any material or social support. It was 20 years ago and I know that these days in Ukraine it become even more difficult. The country is transiting from centrally managed state to democracy and public society. The old system of public education and child development is desperately under-funded and falling apart. Teachers and professors are looking for other jobs to make the living, and many of those who continue with public schools look for any opportunity to earn extra-money. The media is full of accounts on corruption in educational system. Access for those remaining quality schools, sports and arts clubs is limited to the children who leave in big cities and even those are rarely free of charge. This results in almost no opportunity for children from low income families and provincial towns. And I believe in such situation girls are those who suffer the most.
What options do these girls have? Their main option is to follow the way of the previous generations – get married early, have a baby and stay at home taking care of a little vegetable garden and mini-farm to feed the family. More and more of them divorce soon after marriage and must take whatever job possible to make a leaving for themselves and their child. In first instance there is no incentive to ensure good education for a child beyond the minimum mandated by the state – every pair of hands counts for the family. In the second case – the kids are left with minimum supervision, often hanging out on the streets. There is no need to describe what life becomes for majority of street kids – their stories are similar in Ukraine, USA or any other country of the world. 
According to recent data, about 6 million Ukrainians illegally work in various European countries. One can reasonably conclude that there are more or less 6 million families (with average 1.2 kids) left without parental supervision. If we take nation average gender split, we see that every second of such families is left without mother. For Southern and Western Ukraine this becomes a usual story. Families in these areas are usually big – with 3-4 kids. Lucky they are if the grand parents are still doing well to keep control. Otherwise, these kids make their way through life the best way they can and know. And they do not know much, unfortunately. In this situation, young girls are most vulnerable. God had blessed Ukrainian women with exceptional beauty, which became a bad curse for many of them. 

Thousands of girls leave their homes looking for better life as far from home, as they can afford to get. Out there they meet plenty of ‘help and guidance’ - ‘model schools’ and ‘employment agencies’ ready to help a girl to get really far from home. According to Caritas Ukraine, the international charity working in the area of prevention of human trafficking, Ukraine become number 3 source of women to the European sex industry (after Nigeria and Albania). From time to time the stories are published about criminal networks charged with human trafficking of mainly of young women and, more frequently, young girls. They are shipped abroad to serve as au-pair, waitress, dancer or shop-assistant – whatever job is promised, the girls end up as sex slaves. With introduction of visa-free regime with main European countries and USA, more and more of them are sold into ‘domestic market’. The journalists call these girls ‘Roksolanas’ after a historical personality – a Ukrainian girl sold into slavery to Ottoman Empire, who managed to become a favorite wife of Suleiman the Magnificent, a powerful Turkish Sultan. For modern Ukrainian girls, unfortunately, the second part of Roksolana story never becomes true.

But who are they and why do they choose such a destiny? The same survey by Caritas shows that majority of those involved into the growing Ukrainian sex industry are 18-25 years old women from medium to small size towns in the South-West of Ukraine. These girls name absence of other economic opportunities, as well as lack of support and advice as the main reasons for becoming a victim to sex industry. 

The Saint Olga School will provide support and advice for these girls. Three main directions will be fundamental to ensure the Scholl becomes a realistic option. First direction is easy Access. I would establish enrollment offices in each oblast city of Ukraine, which will be partnering with charitable of public organization in smaller cities in their region. Regular screenings of the lists of social support offices, conduction of arts and sports contests in cooperation with Ukrainian celebrities; ‘Olympics’ on main school subjects in small cities will be used to find the potential students. Assuming no limit in resources, the Saint Olga School will enroll hundreds of girls every year. 
Second direction is the best Faculty and Friends of the School. I will invite the best professors – including Diaspora Ukrainians who want to contribute to development of their nation. I will ensure the students regularly meet female role models. Kateryna Yuschenko, Nino Burdjanadze, Hillary Clinton, Carla Fiorino… why not? I will ensure the international awareness of the problem, all of them will be happy to come and take part in the positive development of my students.  
Third direction is the Support network. The fund will establish number of scholarships to ensure the girls can study in the best Ukrainian high education establishments. The international scholarships will be provided to those who manage to enter international Universities. The regular conferences will serve for further networking and career opportunities with the leading companies and non-profit organizations.  

I wish I had no limits in education and special talent to manage a successful charity and best in class boarding school. I wish I had unlimited financial resources to provide enough for every small town girl standing at the first big cross-road of her life. The Saint Olga School would be the place where the girls discover and develop the many virtues of Ukrainian women – intelligence and wit, diligence and strong spirit. Even if this would be only a portion of small town girls, my school would help them to follow the examples of famous women of Ukraine other then Roksolana: the Saint Princess Olga, Queen Anna of France, Ruslana and Yulia Timoshenko. I am sure this list may become much longer.   
