2. How has your personal history and family background influenced your intellectual and personal development? What unique personal qualities or life experiences might distinguish you from other applicants? How will your background, values and non work-related activities enhance the experience of other Duke MBA students and add to the diverse Fuqua culture? Note: The goal of this essay is to get a sense of who you are, rather than what you have accomplished. (750 word limit)
I am proud of my family history. Every person in my family has been a genuine example of a self-made person; everyone found the strength to distinguish themselves and seized the opportunities that life presented to them. Their bright lives have given me many examples of how to behave in real life situations and have inspired me to fight against injustices. I feel that my family history has influenced me very much, because it exemplifies people’s honesty and dignity.
One of my great grandfathers worked in a tobacco factory as a packer. Soon he worked his way up to the accounting department, and after years of work, he became a co-owner of the factory. Another great grandfather of mine became famous as a talented commander during the First World War. They were extraordinary people, but their lives weren’t easy. The first great grandfather lost everything during the October Revolution, but felt that he was lucky to be alive. The second one spent more than 20 years in concentration camps because he was falsely accused of being an enemy of the country. Their children did not inherit any property and had to work hard to survive. Nevertheless, they got something else, something more important, that helped them - intellectual curiosity, entrepreneurship spirit, and optimistic nature. And I am proud that I am one of them.
In 1998, I left Russia for the first time to work abroad. All that I had was my return ticket, a small amount of cash, and the name of a man who was supposed to meet me at the airport. Unfortunately or maybe fortunately, that man did not meet me. My first thought was to use my return tickets because I didn’t speak any Turkish and was alone in big, unfamiliar city.  However, it was our family tradition to strive to overcome every difficulty. The day after I arrived, I was working the reception desk at one of the most luxurious hotels in Antalya. A month after that, I spoke Turkish fairly well, and the manager of the hotel offered me full-time position. The personal qualities that I got from my father and grandfather helped me very much in this situation. 

After I graduated in 1996, I and hundreds of my colleagues faced a dilemma - how to get inspiration from work and in the same time earn enough money to live. My father and my aunt were my most important teachers. In the early 1990s my father, had to leave his teaching and start working in business. It was a hard period for him and for our family. He worked hard, and for me it was my first example of effective management, time management, and other very important management skills. Another “business-guru” for me was my aunt, who retired at the beginning of the 1990s but made a fantastic career and a fortune in multi-level marketing without any business marketing education, business contacts, or significant initial capital. After having such wonderful teachers, I couldn’t act in other way. I couldn’t give up or stop partway when I was doing something, even it was very difficult. 
When my partners and I started our first company, we faced many difficulties. Sometimes I thought that I was in over my head. But I found inspiration in my grandfathers’ actions. During World War II, in order to finish school, another grandfather went to a neighboring village several kilometers away from his home through a dark forest full of wild animals and other dangers. My family history also helped me again in December 2004 a few days before Christmas. After coming back from a business trip, I found our bank account empty, stocks and office equipment stolen, office personnel dismissed and my former partners missing. In that one moment, I realized that two years of my intensive work went to the dogs. I lost everything and had to start over from the beginning. One year later, I can say that only my family’s personality helped me to survive. I couldn’t do it any other way. Such behavior, drive, and commitment is in my blood, my thoughts and brain.
All these examples are just small instances of my family background and values, but it helps to understand me better. I am sure that during my intensive years at Duke, other important aspects of my character will reveal themselves. I will broaden my range of interests and meet many people with different professional and social backgrounds. Moreover, I will share with them my skills and knowledge, life principles, and ability to stay calm in the hardest life-situations. Duke will become a part of my family history as well.
